
The Children will find out why rivers are so important to the 

towns and villages that have developed on their banks. By look-

ing at the features of rivers, and the natural and human ways 

that rivers change over time, we will explore the life stories of 

rivers.  

Where Does Our Water Come From? 

We  will learn about the water cycle and the part it plays in 

creating rivers.  

Geography links- What are the names of some of 

the rivers of the world? 

Using different types of maps, rivers of 

the Scotland, the UK, Europe and the 

wider world will be located and key 

features identified.  

English links-  

We will be reading, The Water’s Journey, a picture book about the water cycle 

and the course of a river. We will also be exploring Journey to the River Sea– a 

story of a journey along the Amazon River. This will give opportunities to write in  

a range of styles.  

Art links– How does the river flow? 

We will be combining the 

‘Zentangle Art’ form with 

our rivers topic to consider 

the movement of the water 

and how it can be depicted 

using this art form.  

Maths links - 

 We will use statistics to look at uses of rivers in areas 

throughout the UK and the wider world.  

Historical links– How do we 

use rivers?  

Looking at the history of river uses—

barges and water power, we will link 

to the local area and the use of the waterways to support 

leisure and industry. 

Map Work- How can we hold back the flood? 

Following a river from source to 

mouth, identifying towns and indus-

tries along the way including different 

physical features. We will investigate 

the most majestic of river features– 

the Waterfall.  

WOW moments:  

We will be making a mountain range out of pa-

per and spraying it with water to see how the 

water flows from high to low locations, eventu-

ally reaching the sea.  

Linking to the local area we will be visiting the 

local waterways—the canal—to look at pollu-

tion and habitats.  



The Children will find out why rivers are so important to the 

towns and villages that have developed on their banks. By look-

ing at the features of rivers, and the natural and human ways 

that rivers change over time, we will explore the life stories of 

rivers.  

Where Does Our Water Come From? 

• Describe and understand key aspects of: 

physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earth-

quakes and the water cy-

cle. 

Geography links- What are the names of some of 

the rivers of the world? 

• Use a range of geograph-

ical resources to give de-

tailed descriptions and opin-

ions of the characteristic fea-

tures of a location. 

Art links- What are the features 

of a river? 

• Comment on artworks with 

a fluent grasp of visual lan-

guage.  

English links-  

 Explanations 

 Descriptions 

 Diary entry  

Art links– How does the river flow? 

• Mix textures (rough and 

smooth, plain and patterned). .. 

• Choose a style of drawing 

suitable for the work (e.g. realis-

tic or impressionistic). 

• Use lines to represent move-

ment. 

• Build up layers of colours. 

Maths links - 

 Statistics  Historical links– How do we use rivers?  

Identify continuity and change in the history of the lo-

cality of the school. 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce information 

about the past. 

• Select suitable sources of evi-

dence, giving reasons for choices.. 

Map Work- How can we hold back the flood? 

• Name and locate some of the 

countries and cities of the world 

and their identifying human and 

physical characteristics, including 

hills, mountains, rivers, key topo-

graphical features and land-use patterns; and un-

derstand how some of these aspects have changed 

over time. 


